
     

       Class IX- CIVICS 

Stay Home Safe,  

Self Study in 5 steps 

Ch 2: What is Democracy? Why Democracy? 

 

Day 7 Pg: 31 -32 
 

Step – I Study the following topic from textbook: 

• Overview 

• Section 2.3 

• Why Democracy? Arguments against Democracy.  

Step – II Study the same topic in the following part of Extramark app: 

Ch – What is Democracy? Why Democracy? → Detailed learning → Understanding 

concept (1st video) 

 

Step – III Clear your doubts (if any) from ___________ (Name of allotted Teacher), Phn/Whatsapp 

No. __________ between ________ to _________ (Mention your preferred time) 

 

Step – IV Revise using following Bullet points: 

               

            ARGUMENTS AGAINST DEMOCRACY        

 

➢ Here we take a look at the various statements which have been pointed out to 

highlight the flaws of democratic system.  

 

 

➢ Most of these arguments we routinely hear against democracy. 

 

 

➢ Leaders keep changing in a democracy. This leads to instability. 

➢ Democracy is all about political competition and power play. There is no scope 

for morality. 

➢ So many people have to be consulted in a democracy that it leads to delays. 

➢ Elected leaders do not know the best interest of the people. It leads to bad 

decisions. 

➢ Democracy leads to corruption for it is based on electoral competition. 

➢ Ordinary people don’t know what is good for them; they should not decide 

anything. 



➢ Clearly, democracy is not a magical solution for all the problems. It has not 

ended poverty in our country and in other parts of the world. 

➢ Democracy as a form of government only ensures that people take their own 

decisions .People can make mistakes. 

➢ Involving the people in these decisions does lead to delays in decision making. 

➢ It is also true that democracy leads to frequent changes in leadership. 

➢ Sometimes this can set back big decisions and affect the government’s efficiency. 

➢ These arguments show that democracy of the kind we see may not be ideal form 

of government. But this is not a question in real life. 

 

 

➢ The real question we face is different: Is democracy better than other forms of 

government that are there for us to choose from? 

 

Step – V Write the following question and answers provided as home assignment in your Civics 

Class work Copy      

 

 

Q1 What are the weaknesses or the demerits of a Democratic government? 

 

Ans:  

➢ Leaders keep changing in a democracy. This leads to instability. 

➢ Democracy is all about political competition and power play. There is no scope 

for morality. 

➢ So many people have to be consulted in a democracy that it leads to delays. 

➢ Elected leaders do not know the best interest of the people. It leads to bad 

decisions. 

➢ Democracy leads to corruption for it is based on electoral competition. 

➢ Ordinary people don’t know what is good for them; they should not decide 

anything. 

 

 

 

                                                 

 

                           End of day 7 

 
 

  
 

 

Day 8: Pg: 32– 33 

 

Step – I Study the following topic from textbook: 

• Section 2.3 

• Arguments  for  Democracy 



 

 

Step – II Study the same topic in the following part of Extramark app: 

Ch – What is Democracy? Why Democracy → Detailed learning → Understanding 

concept (2ndvideo) 

 

Step – III Clear your doubts (if any) from ___________ (Name of allotted Teacher), Phn/Whatsapp 

No. __________ between ________ to _________ (Mention your preferred time) 

 

Step – IV Revise using following Bullet point: 

 

                        

 

ARGUMENTS FOR DEMOCRACY 

➢ Let us try to understand the concept of democracy with the help of an example; 

                              

                        

Country CHINA 

 

 

➢ China’s famine of 1958- 1961was the worst recorded famine in world history. Nearly 

three crore people died in this famine. 

➢ During those days, India’s economic condition was not much better than China. 

➢ Communist government did not reveal its policies. 

➢ Economists think that this was a result of different government policies in the two 

countries. 

➢ The existence of democracy in India made the  Indian government  respond to food 

scarcity in such a way that the Chinese government did not 

➢ They point out that no large-scale famine has ever taken place in an independent and 

democratic country. 

➢ If China too had multi party election, an opposition and a press free to criticize the 

government, then so many people may not have died in the famine.  
➢ The famine in China proves why democracy is considered to be the best form of 

government. 
➢ China’s case brings us  the  certain merit of democracy, i.e  
➢ RESPONSIVE GOVERNMENT 

▪ Democratic government responds to the needs of the people. 
➢ ACCOUNTABILITY- 

▪ A democratic government is a better government because it is more 

accountable form of government. 

➢ BETTER DECISION MAKING-  

▪ Democracy is based on consultation and discussion. 

▪ Variety of views and perspectives are considered. 



▪ This reduces the chances of irresponsible decisions. 

➢ ACCOMODATES DIVERSITY- 

▪ Democracy provides platform to deal with differences and conflicts. 

▪ Democracy allows different groups to negotiate peacefully within the parameters 

of the constitution. 

➢ ENHANCES DIGNITY OF CITIZENS 

▪ Every citizen enjoys equal status in a democracy. 

▪ Discrimination on the basis of race, caste, religion, sex and language is against 

the democratic principle of equality. 

 

FINALLY We Conclude - 

 

➢ BETTER FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

▪ Democracy is better than any other form of government because it allows citizens 

to correct their own mistakes. 

 

 

 

Step – V Write the following question and answers provided as home assignment in your Civics 

Class work Copy   

 

Q2. How in India existence of democracy helped to avoid famine in comparison to 

China? 

 

Ans :  

 

➢ China’s famine of 1958- 1961was the worst recorded famine in world history. Nearly 

three crore people died in this famine. 

➢ During those days, India’s economic condition was not much better than China. 

➢ Communist government of China did not reveal its policies. 

➢ Economists think that this was a result of different government policies in the two 

countries. 

➢ The existence of democracy in India made the  Indian government  respond to food 

scarcity in such a way that the Chinese government did not 

➢ They point out that no large-scale famine has ever taken place in an independent and 

democratic country. 

➢ If China too had multi party election, an opposition and a press free to criticize the 

government, then so many people may not have died in the famine.  
➢ The famine in China proves why democracy is considered to be the best form of 

government. 
 

 

 

Q3 Discuss the merits of Democratic form of Government. 

Ans:  



➢ RESPONSIVE GOVERNMENT 
▪ Democratic government responds to the needs of the people. 

➢ ACCOUNTABILITY 

▪ A democratic government is a better government because it is more 

accountable form of government. 

➢ BETTER DECISION MAKING 

▪ Democracy is based on consultation and discussion. 

▪ Variety of views and perspectives are considered. 

▪ This reduces the chances of irresponsible decisions. 

➢ ACCOMODATES DIVERSITY 

▪ Democracy provides platform to deal with differences and conflicts. 

▪ Democracy allows different groups to negotiate peacefully within the parameters 

of the constitution. 

➢ ENHANCES DIGNITY OF CITIZENS 

▪ Every citizen enjoys equal status in a democracy. 

▪ Discrimination on the basis of race, caste, religion, sex and language is against 

the democratic principle of equality. 

➢ BETTER FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

▪ Democracy is better than any other form of government because it allows citizens 

to correct their own mistakes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

                                End of Day – 8 
 

 

Day – 9: Short Test on Chapter 1 

 
Step – I Revise the bullet points of full chapter for 15 mins. 

Step – II Answer the following questions:  10 marks 

(Each question carries different mark)  

 

 

Q1 Write two demerits of democracy.-           2 marks  

 

Q2 Write three merits of Democracy.-            3marks 

 



Q3. How in India existence of democracy helped to avoid famine in comparison to 

China?                                                             5 marks  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                  End of Day – 9 

 

                                                          

 
 


